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Dear fellow upland enthusiast,  

The first installment in this seasonôs series got off to a hot start at the Barrel Oô Cash Bonanza hosted at Caribou Gun Club in  Le Sueur, 

Minnesota over the weekend.  An impressive group of Pointers and Flushers along with their handlers battled the heat and dens e f ields for 

two days to ultimately determine who would go home with the cash. The weekend weather seemed better suited for a day at the b each 

but both groups appeared eager to wage battle with the elements and the birds that awaited them in the cover that make up thi s f ine 

hunting property.  

Rob Ramer and Cash got the competition off to clean start in Flusher Field A, located on the north end of the property.  They  left the 

brome grass field with a score of 6,121 and felt comfortable knowing that the promise of higher temperatures and slighter win ds played to 

their advantage.  They sat atop the leader -board until Jonathon Tepley and Hector supplanted them with a score of 6,182 in the f ourth 

entry (Peterson/Cherokee and Sward/Dixie).  It looked like Mike Peterson might overtake second place from Ramer in the sevent h s tarting 

spot, but an opportunity was missed when he failed to bag a bird Daisy, his yellow lab presented to his gun.  These two were not  alone in 

the opportunity missed column as Dave Behnken fired a round that seemingly went astray and he and his lab Cash were left to w ond er, 

what if?  Eventually, Doug Lunde with his brother Paulôs promising yellow pup Charlie along with Mark Stratmann and his chocolat e lab 

Taylor joined Ramer and Tepley to comprise the top four advancing to the Run -off.   

The Flusher B field entries were led by Tim Kruse and his proven black lab Jet Junior in what Caribou members know as field 2 9 a nd 

M.U.G.S. members refer to as ñthe black holeò; birds are known to go in it, but few are ever seen again.  The scenting condition s are  

always difficult at this location, regardless of the weather as this bowl shape field is sheltered on three sides, the north by a sloped face 

and the south and west by large trees just now taking on the slight hint of yellow as fall begins to set in here.  Relying on  history and  

experience, Kruse and Jet overcame the reputation of this challenging locale and posted a clean score of 6,309.  Team after t eam  went 

into this field and left scratching their heads wondering what might be.  Only one other pair posted a clean score in this fi eld  and it was 

rookie Jake Balk handling the reigning M.U.G.S. Flusher Puppy of the Year, Oak Ridge Kennelsô black lab, JD.  This could easily have been 

the surprise of the day as they bettered proven veterans like Stratmann, Sward, Ramer, Stickler, Tepley and Kroells.  The las t t wo to  

advance from ñthe holeò were Lunde/Charlie and Peterson/Daisy. 

The entry order for Sundayôs Run-off was determined by competitors drawing a card and it ended up like this:  

Brace 1: Mike Peterson/Daisy  

Brace 2: Jake Balk/JD  

Brace 3: Tim Kruse/Jet Jr.  

Brace 4: Doug Lunde/Charlie  

Brace 5: Mark Stratmann/Taylor  

Brace 6: Jonathon Tepley/Hector  

Brace 7: Rob Ramer/Cash  

Brace 8: Doug Lunde/Charlie  

Peterson and Daisy stopped the clock in the twelfth minute when they bagged their fourth bird.  Unfortunately, Daisy put up a  couple of 

birds at a distance that required multiple shots to get the them on ground and their score would end up being 5,356.  The new com er Balk, 

settled in behind JD comfortably and these two got the action going early bagging the first bird in under one minute.  The to rri d pace  

continued and they matched the dayôs heat with a scorching six minute and change time netting a score of 6,095.  Kruse and Jet w ere 

next and looked like a threat to the earlier pair as they bested their first bird by one second.  Things cooled down for them  and eventually 

when Tim declared ñtimeò the watch said more than nine minutes and their clean score of 5,894 was good for just second place.  Lunde 

then led Charlie to the line, and they bagged their gate in eighty seconds. After that, the young pup and her handler struggl ed,  a missed 

bird by Doug and Charlieôs inability to produce a fourth bird forced them to use all of the allotted time and they would post a 3,300 in their 

first attempt in the Flusher Run -off.  They were the only flushing team to advance with both of their qualifying entries and loo ked for   

better results with the last entry of the day. Stratmann and Taylor entered the field next and they bagged their gate in nine ty - two       

seconds.  It looked  as if the scenting conditions were going down as the barometer began to go up.    
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Yet, despite the challenging conditions, these two stopped the clock in just over ten minutes, posting a clean score of 5,879 .  Tepley and 

Hector followed and they also struggled.  Almost six minutes elapsed before they bagged their first bird.  When they were don e, they 

posted a clean 5,374.  Veterans Ramer and Cash were followed and quickly they looked liked they might be the two that would s hak e up 

the leader board.  Cash immediately got their gate bird in the air and Rob put in on the ground a short time later.  Cash had  ju st a little 

bit of trouble getting the tickled bird back to his handler but when he did the clock had barely moved ð first bagged bird in for ty -seven 

seconds!  Cash struggled pinning the location of bird number two, seemingly working the bird for several minutes before getti ng it back to 

Rob well into their entry.  This would be the only two birds that they would find and what once looked like a sure high place men t ended 

with one of them very tired and the other pretty disappointed.  Lunde and Charlie would be the last threat of the day for the  cool rookie to 

face.  It appeared that the majority of the money would indeed be headed home with Balk and JD as Charlie struggled to flush the  gate 

bird.  Nearly two minutes went by before Doug placed this bird in his bag, but immediately, Charlie began to hunt like the po ised veteran 

following behind her holding the semi -auto.  Sure enough, she found a bird Cash worked but could not find and put in the air for  Doug to 

harvest.  After making a nice retrieve she was on the prowl again and headed to the northwest corner of the field.  She kept it honest as 

they say and proceeded to the south where once again she produced yet another bird.  Successfully bagged, she now headed back  to  the 

east in search of the money bird.  The West Country Kennels trained pup put it into the air and swiftly brought it back to Do ug,  ending 

their entry at 5:26 and besting Balk and JD for the Barrel Oô Cash title and the greenbacks that went with it.  The top three were Lunde/

Charlie, Balk/JD and Kruse/Jet Jr.   

Bill Steeno and his GWP, Mondtal headed to the field first in the Pointer A qualifying field.  These pros struggled mightily thr oughout their 

entry and ended up using all of the allowed time in route to a score of 3,300 with just two birds in the bag.  Another Wiscon sin  resident 

followed as David Prescher of Chippewa Falls and his Weim Rev left the gate next.  After working all four of their birds, Pre scher and Rev 

posted a net score of 4,002 after penalties.  Brad OôConnell of Menomonie along with his Setter companion Sunny, were in the thi rd start-

ing spot and they were only able to get three birds successfully bagged.  Bob Garrity and Einstein also made the trip across the  border 

and finally got the upper hand on the field and the birds, stopping the clock in a brisk seven minutes and thirty seconds for  a score of 

6,030.  Mark Stratmann handled his good friend Paul Schultzô Weim Greta next and these two reverted back to the fields previous trend, 

going full time with just three birds in the bag.  Steve Studer with Junior (4,200) and Kerby Kroells with his brother Rossô GWP Rosie 

(3,960) had the same fate -  just three birds.  Kroells however had a couple of extra shots in his entry.  Scott LaPlante was les s fortunate, 

only locating two birds with his GSP, Dexter.  Tom Hagan Sr. and CC followed that up with a clean entry on three birds for a score of 

4,200.  JJ Carlson and Buddy followed and he, like Garrity long before him, was able to cleanly bag his fourth bird in under the  nine    

minute mark (5,947).  The top four advancing from this qualifying field (A/33) were in order, Einstein/Garrity, Buddy/Carlson , H agan/CC 

and Studer/Junior.  The northeast corner of this field created the most problems for this qualifying group as multiple birds wer e removed 

from it after the group had completed their entries.   

Studer led the pack of qualifiers to the Pointing B field with the dayôs first entry.  He and his experienced GSP Junior stopped  the clock in 

the nick of time with clean score of 5,315. Kerby Kroells took his young pup Doc out next and they bettered the previous entr y w ith a 

clean 5,390.  Scott LaPlante and his powerful young dog Dexter kept the improvement going with a score of 5,476.  This abrupt ly ended 

when Tom Hagan and CC struggled in the high, thick cover of this southeast field.  This tandem was plagued by a renegade bird  th at 

seemed to climb the back of Hagan on its abrupt escape.  Caught off guard, Hagan hurried a shot that missed its intended mark .  Despite 

her committed effort, CC was not able to retrieve the bird and now was robbed of her energy and the team of valuable time.  T hey  went 

full, bagging just two birds (3,000).  Carlson and Buddy were next and they seemed to be the benefactors of the previous entr y, knocking 

out an exceptional score of 5,959.  Wolfie Smith and his Grif Tobie were next and this pair was unable to get any momentum go ing , only 

finding two birds.  Steeno and his thirteen year old GWP Kleinen were next and they methodically worked the cover to find all  four birds 

and posted a score of 5,648.  Prescher and his Weim Bella were less fortunate, these two found three birds while bagging two for  a score 

of 3,300.  Garrity and Albert were next and stopped the clock in an unbelievable time just north of the seven minute mark.  C huc k Sward 

and Greta failed to find all four of their birds while OôConnell and Sunny were barely edged out with a clean score of 5,362.  Advancing to 

the Run -off from Pointer B were Garrity/Albert, Carlson/Buddy, Steeno/Kleinen and LaPlante/Dexter.  


